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MEMOCRANOUM FOR RECORD 
SUBJECT: Liat of Selected Historical Records of OBI and predecessor 
BID/ORR, 1953-56 

1. As ef August 1955, when the 00/5 Zecords Managerent Staff 
last made a comprehendive survey of the current and non-ogrrent 
veeords of CIA's office for the NIS program (BID/ORR, es 1¢ was 
then called; OBI, as it is now called), the records of this activity 
totalled some 49 different and separately organized files (or "series," 
ae they are called by the recorde<management people), 

2. Mest of these RIS files antedate 1953, when tho Historical 
Staff's current interest begins. (Many, in fact, go back to the 
bagioninge of the MIS program in ORB, sbout 1947-50.) Of this totd, 
some 25 series have been selected by me as those moat likely to con- 


tain useful historical evidence for the 1953-56 history—usefal from 


ene or mre of several points of view, e.g.1 usefal because of the 


types of basic documenta 1t contains; useful because of the compre- 
hensive natoare of a civen file: useful because of the particular 
way in which a given file is orgeniaed ant/er indexed; or useful 
wecause it illustrates how, in vractice, the HIS progran wee actually 
serried out a2 an extensive inter-agency enterprise, 

3. The Listing below is based entirely on the 2 Staff's survey, 
thet ie, on its “Jecords Control Schedule" for OBI, dated August 1955, 
Secret (on file in the RM Staff), which I examined today. In other 
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words, it is not based om cur first-hand inspection of the files 
thenselves, (That next step can be done, when ani a5 necessary, 
efter we get proper clearance with OBI and after we have selected 
more precisely those aspects of O8I's history thet. we will be 
actively concerned with.) Mor does the listing indieate which 
records may be now (almost two years later) have been destroyed, 

er re-flled, or transferred to some other office, or retired te 

the cli Records Center, The listing nevertheless dees provide, it 
is hoped, an immediate, preliminary bibliographical introduction to 
the history of OBI between 1953 and 1956. Occasional parenthetical 


comments have been added, below, in order to call attention informally 
to the special historical vslue of this or that file, and to suggest 


some of the practicable short-cuts that might be followed in using 
this or that file for histericsl-investication purposes. 
h. Each series entry below indicates, in general 
Le How a file is commonly known (that is, ite title); 
useful especially (a) for borrowing specific 


this is 
files from OBI, and (b) for citing them later in our 
fostnctes; 


2. Whether the file covers all or only a part of the period 
1953-56 


5 
3. Hew bulky (or small) the file is; 


he What kinds of typical documents it contains, and what 
on subjects or intelligence procedures it deals 


S$. Mow the file is organized, and whether it is indexed 
that is, what short-cuts can be profitebly pursued in 
our research): 


6. Whether the file is in ef being destroyed as a 
® er "non-racord” file, before we have had 
@ ehanes to use it. 
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$. 4s 2 caution to whoever will be using this listing es a 
bibliographical introduction te OBI's history, there are certain 
other major parellel groups of records (outside O51) which bear 
significantly on the history of the HIS program during the period 
1953-56. These other non-O5! record groups are separately Listed, 
mlectively, in five other Historical Staff memoranda, a3 followst 


Le List of Selected Historical Records of ORR ( al 
1953-55 (memo of April 25, 1957, Secret} po 


2. ldet of Selected Historical Records of 2D/I, 1953-56 
(memo of 11 April 1957, Secret); 


3. list of Selected Mistorical Records of O/DCI, 1953-56 
(memo of 12 April 1957, Secret); 
he det ef Selected Histerical Records of the 
eeeerch Area, OR, 1953-56 (memo of 2 May 
; CIMLLY with respect to those files relating to HIS 
pong maps, WIS Gesetteer matters, and the HIS chapter 
on topographic, geographic, and mapping matters. 


S- list of Selected Histericel Records in the 
Aron, ORR, 195 (meso of 29 April 1957, © s 


Because of the "echeloning" of CIA's administrative organisation and 
(im turn) the layered echeloning of its record-keeping, these other 
higher and parallel echelons of records (outlined ebove) may, in 
aome cases, contain highly significant historical ewidence that is 
mot necesserily ta be found in OBI's ow records, described below, 


in any case, same of theae other records may be better organized, 
for our purposes. | 
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